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In. form and appearance this edition promises to be a worthy monument 
to the illustrious author. Its publication at this time is a most gratifying 
evidence of the vitality of French philosophical scholarship, and also of 
the fact that the French people have not forgotten in war their just pride 
in their national literature or their care for its preservation. 

J. E. C. 
Cornell University. 

Philosophy and the Christian Religion. An Inaugural Lecture delivered 
before the University of Oxford on May 4, 1920. , By Clement C. J. 
Webb, Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1920. — pp. 23. 

On taking up the duties of this newly established chair of the Philosophy 
of Religion in Oriel College, Professor Webb refers in his inaugural lec- 
ture to three Oriel men who have specially distinguished themselves 
in the history of religious thought, and who may accordingly be regarded 
in some sense as his predecessors. These are Butler, Newman, and 
Mathew Arnold. "Notwithstanding striking differences, these three men 
. . . were linked together not only by the bond of academic tradition but 
by a mastering love of righteousness, which made them all in their 
philosophy of religion emphasize above everything else the connexion 
of Religion with Morality" (p. 4). They were all also typically English 
in shunning 'ambitious efforts of metaphysical construction and concen- 
trating attention upon the field of experience directly before them.' 

Professor Webb finds that the foundation in Oxford of such a chair as 
that which he holds, marks an important change in the intellectual and 
religious atmosphere of the University. Among other things, the " Philos- 
ophy of Religion is seen to be something which neither would nor could 
take the place of Religion itself," . . . though " it becomes plain that to 
philosophize effectively upon Religion while having no religion is as im- 
possible as to philosophize upon Art while not oneself possessing the 
experience which is to be had only in and by the actual enjoyment of Art 
as it exists" in its concrete manifestations (p. 11). 

In his remarks on the rival claims of Philosophy and Religion, Pro- 
fessor Webb sums up as follows : " Philosophy cannot suffer Religion to 
claim as it were a secret chamber, into which Philosophy may not intrude ; 
nor can Religion suffer Philosophy to treat as illusory that which Reli- 
gion knows by experience to be real. But, as Philosophy must allow Reli- 
gion to claim that the witness of the religious experience to the nature of 
Reality be not ignored, so must Religion allow Philosophy freely to ex- 
amine and criticize the religious not less than any other kind of experi- 
ence" (p. 14). The conflict between Philosophy and Christianity may 
seem more irreconcilable than that between Philosophy and the other 
religions ; but this is because Christianity is not l'ess, but more philosophical 
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than they. Christianity has rendered important services to Philosophy 
in the course of its history, particularly by emphasizing on the one hand 
the importance of historical fact and concrete process, and on the other 
by keeping fast hold of what is Universal and Abiding in the flux of 
things. Again in its doctrine of God as Spirit at its highest manifesta- 
tion, " Christianity gave the greatest assistance towards the development 
of the notion of Personality, a notion of the profoundest importance, for 
which ancient philosophy had no name at all " (p. 20). 

J. E. C. 
Cornell University. 

Du role de la memoire dans nos conceptions metaphysiques, esthetiques, 
passionelles, actives. Par Eugene D'Eichthal. Paris, Felix Alcan, 
1920.— pp. 198. 

The author finds in memory the source of all our knowledge, feelings 
and actions. He draws his conclusions from an examination of meta- 
physical concepts, aesthetic pleasures, passions and actions in general, each 
of which he treats separately. His method is purely descriptive. He 
waives the question ' why,' and when confronted by that of origin, he 
dismisses it, with a gentle reminder to the reader that he deals only with 
civilized man. His position throughout is empirical. He might well say 
with Locke that mind is an empty tablet upon which experience writes, 
adding, however, that experience is racial as well as individual and that 
the tablet is memory. The term memory is used indiscriminately to 
denote the material stored, the place where it is stored, and the function 
that stores it, and varies with the needs of the context. Thus, while the 
author gives some interesting psychological descriptions, and suggests 
many practical applications of them, his conclusion is not well established, 
because of the looseness of the terms and the superficial relations estab- 
lished between the data. 

At the outset we are asked to note two facts. First, between the stimu- 
lation of the sense organ, and the conscious perception of the stimulant, 
there exists a fraction of a second. Therefore the content of conscious- 
ness is always past experience. Second, the impressions stored by memory 
may not be exact reproductions of the phenomena, but modified by a sub- 
jective factor that has as its end the preservation of the organism. In its 
contact with the external world, the organism becomes conscious of a 
' self ' which remains the same in all experience. Philosophy transforms 
this notion into a fundamental concept. In reality the concept of person- 
ality is nothing but the stamp of past phenomena (retained in memory) 
upon the new. This explanation of a metaphysical concept by a psycho- 
logical analysis is characteristic of the entire volume. Thus for the 
Cartesian " Je pense done je suis," the author substitutes, " Je me souviens, 
done je suis" (p. 30). 



